                        American Eskimo Feeding & Care Instructions

                                               Sno-Pals Kennel

Feeding instructions, housebreaking hints.

     Your puppy has been eating Purina Puppy Chow dry. Healthy Morsels Variety. Feed 2-3 times a day. By 6 months of age you should be able to feed your pup once/day. Leave water out all the time except during the initial housebreaking. After eating or drinking your pup will probably potty within 5 to 15 minutes. Take them out after eating or drinking. Praise them for doing the right thing. Giving them a small treat after they have pottied in the correct place is helpful. If the weather is hot you will have to leave water available all the time. Housebreaking may take a little longer. As they get older they will be able to hold it longer. 

     Block off an area of the house, for the pup to be in, that is easy to clean until they are housebroken. Keeping them in a crate or kennel when not observed may be helpful for housebreaking. 

     If you change the brand of dogfood you may need to mix the new kind with the old kind to switch gradually. Puppies can get loose stools if switched to other dogfoods, that they are not used to. 

                          Grooming

      Bathe your pup monthly until they are used to water. Any dog shampoo for white dogs is OK.  American Eskimo’s are a double-coated breed. They will blow their undercoat 1-2 times/year. Females with their heat cycles. Males and spayed females once/year. The fur will come out in clumps. Comb it out with a long toothed metal comb; bathe them to get more out. Blowing them dry also helps get rid of the loose hair. There is some shedding thruout the year. Weekly brushing helps. 

                                     Socialization

     It is very important to socialize your pup to people and other animals. After it has gotten its 2nd  vaccination, take it every where that you can for the first 6 months. Find a puppy class to go to. They are very helpful. To have a happy dog that likes people you have to make an effort to socialize it while it is young. Do not allow your pup to chew on your hands or clothing. They go thru a stage where their mouth is on everything. Yelling “ouch” is one way to stop them from chewing or mouthing your hands. They loose their baby teeth at about 16 weeks. You might have to soften their dog food for a couple weeks if their mouth looks sore and they aren’t eating well. If your pup wants to shy away from meeting new people, hand the person a treat to give the puppy. Do not allow your puppy to growl at anyone. If they try it, grab them by the scuff of the neck, a firm “NO” or “Knock it off”. Stopping or preventing bad habits is a lot easier than trying to fix behavior at a later date. Puppies are very cute and it is easy to spoil them.  

